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Lewis Carroll the Writer

Charles Lutwidge Dodgson (born 27
Jan. 1822 Daresbury, Cheshire, England
— died 14 Jan. 1878 Guildford, Surrey,

L ":'_"‘«»__‘ England), who went by the pen name
{: AT W “Lewis Carroll”, was an Enqlish writer,

.'_‘4‘] ] 5 P P g
Wit} mathematician, laZ;cmn, Anglican

v\ y T deacon and yf»ataqmy f.

L ¢ N Carroll’s family was of northern English
'1 " ( ‘ origin withIrisheonnections. Conservative
\/z = angd High Church Anglican, most of

Dodgson’s ancestors were army officers or

members of the Church of England clergy.

Carroll’s father was an active and highly conservative cleric of the Church
of England and involved fw’msglf n t}ge religious disputes that were ividin

he cZurcf» during the 17th Century. He intlined to Anglo-Catholicism ang
educated his children according to such principles. Despite this, Carroll had an
ambiguous, if not contradictory, relationship with his family values and the
whole Church of England.

A brilliant mind though not always a perfect student, Carroll excelled At
learning with Little effort. #e ursue:(/ An Academic career At the Christ Church
College tn Oxford (the same As his father), where he won the Christ Church
Mathematical Lectureship in 1575, #He held this position for the next 2t years,
remaining At Christ Church until his death.

One distinctive trait he had from childhood was what he referred to as “his
hesitation”: a stammer which affected him for his whole Life. It is believed that
he joked about his stammer, re erring to himself as the Dodo (D0-D0-Dodgson) in
the first Alice book. The stammer was perhaps more A personal roblem than o
social one, since Carroll was well accepted in 17th century English society and
performed well at singing, mimicry And starzialling. On the other Aand, what he
could not accomplish with his social skills he achieved instead with his visual
prowess in the field of photography.

While Carroll was mostly reqarded as politically, religiously, and personally
conservative, he Also expressed interest in philosophies and religions that
reached far beyond this view. He was a founding member of the Society for
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Psychical Research, an English non-profit orqanization aimed at studying
parapsychological events.

Charles Lutwic(;e Dodgson (born 27 Jan. 1832 Dnr&s}mry, Cheshire, England
~ died 14 Jan. 1878 gmlcifan(, Surrey, England), who went ]717 the pen name
“Lewis Carroll”, was an English writer, inathematician, logician, Anglican

deacon and photographer.

Carroll’s [nmil was of northern English origin with Irish connections.
Conservative and #igh Church Anglican, most of %aa(qsm 's Ancestors were Armiy
officers or members of the Church afq England clerqy.

Carroll’s father was an active and highly conservative cleric of the Church
of England and involved fw’msglf n t}ge religions disputes that were ividin

he cZurcf» during the 17th Century. He intlined to Anglo-Catholicism ang
educated his children according to such principles. Despite this, Carroll had an
ambiguous, if not contradictory, relationship with his family values and the
whole Church of England.

A brilliant mind though not always a perfect student, Carroll excelled At
learning with Little effort. #e ursue:(/ An Academic career At the Christ Church
College in Oxford (the same As his father), where he won the Christ Church
Mathematical Lectureship in 1577, #e held this position for the next 2t years,
remaining At Christ Church until his death.

One distinctive trait he had from childhood was what he referred to as “his
hesitation”: A stammer which affected him for his whole Life. It is believed that
he jokeq about his stammer, referring to himself as the Dodo (P0-D0-Dodgson) in
the first Alice book.. The stammer wias perhays more A personal roblem than o
social one, since Carroll was well accepted in 17th century English society and
performed well at singing, mimicry And starzialling. On the other Aand, what he
could not accomplish with his social skills he achieved instead with his visual
prowess in the field of photography.

While Carroll was mostly reqarded as politically, religiously, and personally
conservative, he Also expressed interest in philosoplhies and religions that
reached far bevond this view. He was a founding member of the 3ociety for
Psychical Research, an English non-profit orqanization aimed at studying
parapsychological events.

In the period between his early Puﬁlis[m{ works (1854-1856) and the success o
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland (1865 Carroll became familiar with the
pre-Raphaelite movement. #He met John Ruskin (1857), developed a closeness
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with Dante Gabriel Rossetti and his family, and also became [n'ma{s with
Holman Hunt, John Everett Millais and Arthur %ugﬂes. He also ﬁeﬁiem{ec{
airy-tale writer George MacDonald, who Later convinced Carroll to submat
Atlice’s adventures for publication after MacDonald’s children read them
enthusiastically.

In 1856, Carroll Puﬁlisfwc{ the romantic poem “Solitude” under what would
become his famous pen name. “Lewis Carroll” itself was a word pla /‘mm
Dodgson’s niame: Charles Lutwidge (first and second name) were transiated
into Latin as “Carolus Ludovicus” and then translated back. into f.nglisk As
“Carroll Lewss” only to be reversed.

In that same year, Henry Liddell was appointed Dean of the Christ Church
College and moved in with young wife Lorina and their 4 children: #Harry,
Lorivia, Edith and Alice, all of whom greatly influenced Carroll’s personal
and writin li[e. In the Late 1850’s, Carioll befriended the Liddell family and
it became his habit to take the Liddell children on rowing trips from Oj/yarp( to
Nuneham or Godstow. It was during one such trip, the 4th of Tuly 1862, that
Carroll created the storyline which would Later Ifjecame Alice’s Adventures in
Wonderland.

1t is believed that Alice Liddell asked Carroll to write the story down. The story
was qiven to her in November 1864 as an illustrated handwritten manuscript o
12,500 words, entitled Alice’s Adventures under Ground as “A Christmas Gift to a
Dear Child in Memory of & Summer’s Day”. Meanwhile, Carroll was preparing
a version of the book for publication, expanding it to a Length of 27,500 words.

In 1762, followin George MacDonald’s advice, Carroll took his manuscript to

ublisher Mncmi? Lanwhoimmediately acceptedit. j?‘ter alternative titles were
duscarded (Alice Among Fairies and Alice’s Golden Hour) the ook was finnllv
}ml’?lishec{ on the Zbth Of November 1865 as Alice’s Adventures In Wonderland
under the name Lewis Carroll with illustrations ]717 Sir John Tenniel.

That same year Carroll broke away from the Liddell family, never reqainin
his friendship with them. The reasons for the split are still unclear. Some scholars
suqqest it wis caused by his personal interest in Alice and her older sister Lorina,
something Carroll denied vehemently in a letter he wrote to Alice Liddell in 1877
when she' was Z5. In her older éﬂ 5 zarinn Liddell hinted in an interview that
there were “well kept secrets” between the Liddell family and Carroll that did
not have to do with Alice but might instead have involved Mrs. Liddell or the
fnmi117 qoverness, Mnry Prickett.

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland wis an immediate and overwhelming success
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that changed Carroll’s Life in many respects. Not only did he start earnin
significant sums of money, but he ‘also received unwanted attention that
threatened his position as A renowned mathematician. According to A popular
street tale, Queen Victoria herself wis so fond of the story that she sugqested his
next book. be dedicated to her and was Later presented with a co y of his next
volume, A mathematical book. called An Elementary Treatise on geterminnnts.
(1867). Oscar Wilde wis also a fan of Alice’s Adventures.

In 1867, Carroll travelled to Russia as an ecclesiastical with Reverend #mrz
Liddon. It was the only time he left England. #is travel experiences throu
Europe are collected into Carroll’s “Russidn Journal”, which was first fuﬁlisiwc(
n 1925.

In 1871, Carroll wrote A sequel to Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland calleq
Through the Looking-Glass and What Alice Found There, a darker story that
probably reflected the depression affecting the author after his father’s death in
1848.

In 1876 Carroll wrote “The Hunting of the Snark,” a fantasy-themed nonsense

vem. Tt described the adventures of A crew of tradesmen and A beaver who g0 off
to capture the Snark, a seemingly imaqinary and danqerous creature. It was
A Moby Dick tupe tale served with a nonsense English garment. Dante Gabriel
Rossetti reputedly Pecame convinced the poem wAs abovit him.

In 1815, Carroll wrote Sylvie and Bruno, a two volume fm’rZ tale and satirical
soup formed 7717 “5711/1'3 and Bruno”, first published in 1551, and “Sylvie and
Bruno Concluded”, first fuﬁlis[uu( in 1873. The book. was poorly received and
according to modern critics it Lacks Carroll’s characteristic nonsensical humor.
The poem “The Mad Gardener's Song” is the Pest known part of the story.

Carroll died on 14 January 1878 in
Guildford at his sister’s home, The
Chestnuts. The cause of death was

newmonia following influenza.
e is Ymrie;{ in Guildford at the
Mount Cemetery.
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Alice was be inning to get very tired of sitting 1’717 her sister on the bank, and of
having nothing to 4o : once or twice she had peeped into the book. her sister wis
reading, but it had no pictures or conversationsin it, And where is the use of &
book,, thought Alice, without pictures or conversations ¢ 3o she was considerin
in her own'mind, (as well as sZe could, for the hot day made her feel very sleepiy
and stupid,) whether the pleasure of making a daisy-chain was worth the
trouple of 7ettin%£uf and picking the daisies, when A white rabbit with pink.
eves ran close by her.

There wias nothing very remarkable in that, nor did Alice think it so very much
out of the way to hear the rabbit say to itself “dear, dear I T shall be too Late ! ”
(wWhen she thought it over Afterwards, it occurred to her that she ought to have
wondered At this, but At the time it all seemed quite natural) ; brit when the
rabbit actunally took A watch out of its waistcoat-pocket, Looked at it, and then
hurried on, Alice started to her feet, for it flashed across her mind that she had
never before seen A rabbit with either A waistcont-pocket or A watch to take out o
it, and, full of curiosity, she hurried across the field after it, and was just in time
to see it pop down A Large rabbit-hole under the hedge. In A moment down went
Alice n/éar it, never once considering how in the world she was to get out aqain.

The rabbit-hole went straight on like A tunnel for some way, and then dipped
suddenly down, so sw{a{en? , that Alice had not A moment to think Apout
sta}aﬂng herself, }afam she ﬁuna{ herself falling down what seemed A deep well.
Either the well was ver eep, o1 sfwle very slawly, far she had ;ylenty of time
as she went down to Look. about her,

and to wonder what would happen next. First, she tried to Lok down and make
out what she was coming to, but it was too qark.to see anything : then, she Looked
at the sides of the well, and noticed that they were filled with cu boards and
book.-shelves” here and there were maps and pictures hung on peqs. She took a jar
down o [ one of the shelves as she passed : it was Labelled “0Orarige Marmalade,”
but to'her great disappointment it was empty : she did not Like to drop the jar,

or fear o %cillin samz]?oa(y underneath, so manaqed to put it into one of the
cupboards as she }gell past it.

“Well | 7 thought Alice to herself, “after such a fall as this, I shall think
nothing of tumbling down stairs | #ow brave they il all think me At home !
Why, I wouldn't say anything about it, even if I ]le off the top of the house 7
(which was most Likely Zme.)






Down, down, down. Would the fall never come to an end ¢ “I wonder how man
miles I've fallen by this time ¢ 7 said she aloud, “I must be getting somewhere
nedrthe centre of the earth. Let me see : that would be four thousand miles down,
Tthink. — 7 (for you see Alice had learnt several things of this sort in her Lessons
in the schoolioom, and though this was not a very qood opportunity of showin
off her knowledae, s there was no one to hear her, still it was qood practice to sa
it over,) “ yes, that's the right distance, but
then what Longitude or Latitude-Line shall
Ihein ¢ (Alice had noidea what Longitude
was, or Latitude either, but she thought the
were nice grand words to say.) Presently she
beqan aqiin : “T wonder if I shall fall right
through the earth | #ow funny 1t'll be to
come out Among the people that walk with
their heads downwards | But I shall have
to ask them what the name of the countr
15, you know. Please, Ma'am, is this New
Zealand or Australin ¢ 7 — and she tried
to curtsey As she spoke, (fancy curtseying
as you're fallin Lz;mmgk the air ! do 'yoia
think you conld manage it £ “and what
an ignorant Little girl"she'll think me for
asking ! No, it’ll never do to ask. : Par[»nps 7
shall See it written up somewhere.”

Down, down, down : there was nothing else
to do, so Alice soon beqan talking Again.
“Dinah will miss me Very much toright,
I should think ! 7 (Dinah was the cat)) “I
hope they Ll remember her saucer of milk. at
ten-time ! Oh, dear Dinah, I wish T had you
here | There Are no mice in the air, I'm Afraid,
but you might catch a bat, and that's ver
like A movse, you Rnow, my dear. But do
cats eat bats, I wonder ¢ 7 And here Alice beqan to get rather sleepy, and kept on
saying to herself, in a dreamy sort of way “do catseat bats ¢ do cats eat bats 77
and sometimes, “do bats eat cats ¢ 7 for, &s she couldn't Answer either question,
it {idn't much matter which way she put it. She felt that she was dozing af{,
and had just ﬁegun to dream t[vmy she was walking hand in hand with Dinah,
and was saying to her very earnestly, “Now, Dinah, my dear, tell me the truth.
Did you ever eAt abat 7 " when sm{Zml ,bump [ Tump ! down she came upon A
heap of sticks and shavings, and the fall was over.
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