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E.R. Burroughs’ imagination was tireless, as mych as his capability o collect elements from
several soyrces and merge them in strong tapestries that, even today, blaze in the starry night.

Barsoom, Uenys, Pellycidar, Un’Nak are powerful depictions of human archetypes sypped in
Sci-Fi, flamtboyant adventyres and eternal love.

Above all, Byrroyghs had a way to talk to the hearts of the readers through the vigoroys
strokes of his mind.

The world of Barsoom, to which this book is dedicated, is not a novel aboyt what Mars i,
byt what Earthmen would like Mars to be: an exotic world on the brink of destruction where the
Jull vound of fman feelings falls in the right spot. Honor is pledged above all, and the never-
ending thirst of a man can be satisfied in the truest sol of a woman.

Burroughs’ Mars is a mind game of civcles intersecting each other on many levels. On
Mars all men are warviors, and yoy have to be one to syrvive the harsh conditions of the planet.
Mars itself is dadly, fighting to endyre as its atmosphere is maintained by artificial means.

ALl that exists on the plaet is defined by its Wil to syrvive and the strength to do so. John
Carter himself states “1 still live!” yttering the meaning of the Martian way of living.

Doubtlessly, a world in a perpetyal state of war needs a Warlord to keep peace and social
balance. A man who embodies the highest valyes everybody aspires to.

Yet, Barsoom is also a pastiche of re-worked scientific theories that were famoys at the time
“A Princess of Mars” was firstly puyblished in 1912.
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Fercival [_owell was convinced that, in a perhaps forgotten past, the Red Planet fosted [ife
Lowell, who stydied Mars for the last fifteen years of s life, was fascinated by Camille
Flammarion’s stydies (Cartes de la Lyme et de la planete Mars, 1878) and by the theories
of Giovanni Schiaparelli on the Martian “canali” (LI Pianeta Marte, 1893, La Ulta syl
Pianeta Marte, 1895, 1| Pianeta Marte, 1909.). Also, the talian term “canali” was,
perhaps ervoneoysly, translated as “canals” by British newspapers, implying a manyfactyred
system, thys raising the interest of both scholars and commoners.

AL that can be found in literary Mars by Buyrroyghs: Lowell theorized that an advanced
byt desperate cyltyre byilt the canals to tap Mars’ polar caps, as the last soyrce of water on an
inexorably drying planet. Schiaparelli’s nanes were ysed for regions in Barsoominan geography .

Anthropology is also deeply tapped. The W hite Martians ave almost gone, Yellow Martians
hide in limited nymber at the North Pole, while the ehony-skinned First Born took the far
south. In John Carter’s time, Red Men have taken over the planet.

Seen from a distance, the present ﬂ’ﬂ)/ brass-skinned denizens of Barsoom are an exotic mix
of Native Americans and Greeks from the Bronze Age. Ruled by a warvior chaste that
vesembles the Mycenaean charivteers, the Red Men dwell in walled city-states controlling vast
areas of the planet for herding and trade. Their Jeddaks (Kiings) are rulers and jystice-bearers
with the right of lffe and death over the population. Social order is assyred by the nobility
holding ruling positions.

A “Shame Cuyltyre”, Red Men consider public recognition and honor their highest valyes.

Shamans are traded with scientists that can peyform mivacles. Religion takes a back seat and
is filtered through a subtle sense of Nineteenth Centyry Ulirginian irony .

Barsoomian technology is a fore-look in onr present. Worldwide flight, environmental
control, ground vehicles for individyal transportation, artificial intelligence, robotics, cloning,
organ market and adyanced bio-medicine mix yp with weapons of mass destryction, stealth
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technology, starvation dye to overpopylation and social tyrmoil. However, the Martians are
miove prone to take the right tyrn than ys, caring more than we do for their ever-dying plaret.

Barsoom is not only another world. It is also a netherworld, in which stovies are told in
a cireylar way. Jolm Carter, who on Earth was a warvior withoyt a war, grows to be the
Warlord of Mars. Ulysses Faxton, transported to Mars on the verge of death, becomes the
apprentice of Ras Thavas, the Master Mind of Mars, and learns how to control life and death.

Earthmen on Mars are given the chance to fylfil their yntapped potential, be purified through
love, adventyre, self-awareness and spirityal gain.

Now, if you please, yoy can take a walk yrder the moons of Mars.

M ay your ancestors be with Voy....

.
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(Sept. 1,1875, Chicago, IL - March 12, 19 50, Encino, CA.)

Kinown for the creation of “Tarzan of the Apes,” “John Carter of Mars,” “Carson of
Uenys” and many other wayfarers.

By 1911, he began writing fiction after several years of low wages.

Hle aimed his works at the pulp fiction readers and had 1is first story, “Under the Moons of
Mars”, serialized in All-Story Magazine in 1912. He carvied oyt writing full-time and, by
the time his first Barsoom novel was published, he had completed Tarzan of the Apes (Ot
1912.), that became a worldwide syccess.

He wrote sci fi, fantasy novels and adventyres on other planets (especially Mars and Uenys),
in a lost kingdom at the Earth Core (Fellycidar.), as well as western and fistorical love stories.

He was a bysiness man as mych as a writer and plfomoted his characters and novels z%mlg//
several media.

Ln1923, he started his ovn company (E dgar Rice Buyrroyghs, Tnc..) and began publishing
his own books.

At the time of the attack on Fear! Harboyr, he was a resident of Hawaii. Despite being
almost 70 years old, he applied for the Army and was accepted as a war corvespondent.

His war experience influenced his later works (of. Skeleton Men of Jypiter, 1942.).

After the war, e moved to Encino, California, where he died of a heart attack on March
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19,19 50.

The Burroyghs Crater on Mars is named after him.

Frctionac YEAR IN
TITLE AND ABBREUVIATION' AS SERIAL AS NOVEL
NARRATOR NOUVEL
A Princess of Mars (PM.) (originally Febryary-July 1912,
entitled Under the Moons of Mars) All-Story October 117, McCling Job Carter | 18661876
The Gods of Mars (GM.) Jangary-May 1213, September 1918, McClyrg | John Carter 1886
All-Story 0
December 1913-March
The Warlord of Mars (WM 1914, All Sty September 1919, McClyrg | John Carter 1887-1888
Thyia, Maid of Mars (T MM Al 1210, Oxctober 1920, McCll v perso 8581898
Wi, < AlLStory Wl ctober 1920, McClyrg 3rd person 18881
Febryary-March 1922,
The Chessmen of Mars (CM) Argosy Al Stry Weoky November 1922, McClyrg 3rd person 1898-1917
) July 15,1927,
The Master Mind of Mars (MMM Anazing Stories Pl March 1928, McClyrg Ulysses Paxton 1917
o April-Septenber 1930, )
A Fighting Man of Mars (FMM.) Bl Bask May 19,31, Metropolitan Tan Hadron 1928
November 19 34-April
Swords of Mars (SwM.) 1935, Bl Back Febryary 1936, Burronghs | Jobn Carter | 19281934
Synthetic Men of Mars (SMM) Janyary-Februaty 1959, March 19 40, Burronghs Uor Daj 1934-1938
% Argosy Weekly 40, DI 4 175
[lana of Gathol (1. G Marck- O,mé” 7,947’ March 1948, Burroughs Jon Carter | 1938-19.40
Amazing Stories o
Jokn Carter of Mars (TCM.) collecting:
Jotn Carter and the Giant of Mars Janyary 1941, )
(TCGM) Cattribyted o o Coleman Anazing Stoies idperson |- 1240
Burroughs July 1964, Canaveral
Stkeleton Men of Jypiter (SMJ ) Febryary 1943,
(attribyted to Edgar Rice Byrroyghs) Amazing Stories Jobn Carter | 19411942

Cog/—m;nét:

American copyright of the 5 earliest novels has expived in the United States. However, since they were copyrighted
separately in the UK, these works remain ynder the Berne Copyright Convention throughout mych of the world. The
Aystralian copyright, not inclyding Jorn Carter of Mars (19640, has expired.

"Abbreviations are from official soyrce for everything Barsoomian - www.erbzine.org
*Since it not attribyted to ERB, it is not inclyded in the present work.
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Barsoom Chnown as Mars by Earthmen and Garobys by Jovians) is the fourth planet in
the Solar System. 1t is orbited by two moons, Thyria (Phobos.) and Clyros (Deimos.).

The primeval planet was rich of vegetation and water. The ancient cyltyres of the Black Men
(later known as the First Born, or Black Pirates), the Yellow Men (who will become the arctic
Oarians) and the W hite Martians (veferred to as the Orovars.) dominated the majority of
the lands on the sea shores, while the barbaric Green Martians inhabited the inland.

The progressive drying of the oceans caysed a slow, bt ynstoppable downfall that broyght along
a worldwide economic crisis and the Oomd&tﬂ/ interryption of commerce and cyltyral e)(céa///ge.

The ancient cities were rebyilt several times on the shoves of the disappearing oceans, pursuing
the salty water that granted their former wealth, yet they became poorer and poorer.

Even worse, the atmosphere started to get thinner, jeopardizing the syrvival of the wihole
planet.

Ln those desperate times, technology advanced quickly, bringing to the discovery of flight and
of the Eighth and Ninth Rays.

The Atmosphere Plant, providing the sorely needed air supply, for syrvival, and Yellow Men’s
the dome-cities at the Novth Pole were byilt dyring the planet downfall.

[t is also possible that the nearer moon, Thyria (Ladan in the language of the locals), was
colonized dyring the plobal crisis. e white-skinned [_adanians can be related to the Orovars
With whom they share some physical featyres and fyprotic abilities.
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Yet, disaster could not be avoided.

Hlistories from the ancient times and myths record a progressively faster downfall. The
environmental and economic crisis worsented, bringing famine and death.

The Ancients left their cities, struggling for syrvival and were almost wiped ont by the rise
of the Green Martian hordes who adapted better to the global changes.

Small groups of Orovars, Black and Yellow Men sought sanctyary in remote areas, looking
Jor safety through isolation.

Contacts with distant cities ceased for a long time.
The Thyria colony was forgotten.

The ancient races mingled, becoming the ancestors of the present-day Red Men, a warlike
population with the comning of the Orovars, the ivon will of the Black Men and the Yellow
Men’s laborioys attityde.

The Red Men rebyked the Green Martians and gradyally took the place of the ancients,
becoming the dominant popylation of dying Mars.

They inherited the cultyral traits and the technology of their ancestors along with the
responsibility for Barsoom’s syrvival by keeping the Atmosphere Plant working efficiently

At the time John Carter arvived on Barsoom in 186 &, the gleaming city-states of the Red
Men shined yder the two moons, warring among each other and against the Green Martians.
Mysteries from the long-lost past filled the abandoned torvns hannted by the Great W hite
Apes, and dispytes were solved on the top of a sword....
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